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file Wtin.
VlllfcilX wns now living a

EE roufaticp stranger mid more star-tllt- u

Elin'n nny she luul over
Mirtlt' sin Imagination she wns

mble txHoolchack Antl down upon the
fork ui If, she. had boon carried Into
aholhcrt vVdtld- -rt world that was ul
oneo primeval, yet peaceful; n world
of drcf Alius tree's, slnglntj streams and
silent peaks: n realm Hi which law
and order reigned', iriuluttihicd by on
determined young uinti whoso power
wns derived from the president him-snlf- .

She felt safeentirely snfo for
'Just across tho roaring moiintulu tur-ren-

the two Intrepid guardians of the
tforost were encamped. Cue of them.
It Istnie, eamo of tiwedMt parentage,
iad tho other was u. native of Uuj;-Mn-

bnt they wero both American In
tho high sense of bring loyal to the
federal will, and nho trusted them
woro unqticstlonlngly than any other
roen in all tbat west save only Reti-
noid. Slio bad nit doubt tbero were
others equally lo.al. equally to be
ttistetl. bUfshd did net know them.

Sho rose to a complete understand-'1n-
of" Cnvrtungh's love for "the high

country" and his enthusiasm for the
cause', n canso wlilcb was able to
brhig together the ntuilent from Ynle
and the graduates of Ucrgeu and of
Oxford and make them comrades In
preserving' tho trees and streams of
the mountain states against the

of some of their own citi-
zens, who were openly, shortsightedly
and cynically bent upon destruction,
'polla'tlou and' Misuse.

She had listened to the talk of the
orescr and tho suficrvisor. and she

bad learned from them that Cnvanagh
tvns sure of swift advancement uow
That he hnd shown his courage and
his skill, and tho thought that he
injght leave the state to take charge
o'C another forest brought her some
uneasiness, for she and Llze had plan-
ned to go to Sulphur City. Sho had
consented" to this hccMiso It still left
to hoi- - Hid possibility of occasionally
ieeitig or hearing from Cavnnngh. nut
tb"o thought that he might go away

iook some qf hc iniiflc out, of
Jbo souiid qf tho stream and made the
future vaguely sad.

1'or tho. uoxt two dnys Cnvan;i;?b
slept but little, for his patient grov
steadily- - worse As the ilium! of his
fiver' mounted, Wethcrford pleaded
t'6f air.' The-rang- er threw open the
tfo'ors, admitting free)"' tho cool, sweet
.mountain" wind. "lie might as wpll
'flle-o- f ji drafl as smother." was his
Jli'dught, ittid by the use of cold cloths
"no' tried to allay the Itching and the
tfaln ;

MYlth the! coruing of Hie third night
"VVdtherford was unconscious and

to 'any ' one who had
tfpowrt hlro In the days of "the free
rnhge," He1 was going as the wild west
Whs going, dUeredlled. ulcerated,

Incapable of rebirth, yet carry-
ing something fine to his grave. IFc
Ifart ncted tho pari of a brave man:
thi shall he said of him. He had
i5one to the rescue of the poor llasqpe
Instinctively, with the sni reckless
disregard pf consoipio.vcs to himself
which marked bis character when a

cow boss on tho rnngo he bad set
a"sldo the most dlllleult tasks for"hU
own rope or gun. Ills regard for the
ranger Into whose enie he wns now
about (o commit his wife and daugh
ter" persisted In spite of his suffering
luVhlm was his hope, his stny. Once
a);Eln, In n lucid moment, lie reverted
tothe promise which he had drawn
from Cava na gli.

'"If I go on must take caro-- of my
gtrlUtiike aiv uf r.lne Ino F'romlse
tnethnt,' ln you pninilsi'?" ho Innlst-ed- .'

lMl promise- - on hinior." Itoss repeat-
ed. nnd, wliir faln't presuuro of It'u
haiid iso slender nud weak). Wethcr-
ford sank nwny Into the drowse which
ileepeued hour by hour, broken now
and then by convulsions, which wrung
tho' stern heart of the ranger till, his
hands trcilibleif for plly.

'l'ho day" wai well advamed When the
soilnd of nulling fi'libles on the hill
bhOk oT bis (iitiln drew U ncleiitloti,
ajid n few uiouieuis later u niuu on a
weary. bor,st rode iii to hl- - door uml
dfoliprd Iicavlly from the saddle. Ho
wits a small, dark Individual, with
spectacles, plainly of the rliy

'''"fiowaro" H'innll'ut!1, railed It Am a
hlsKvIsItor drew near the door

The neyi'Liimer waited UU hand con
temptuqiiAly. "I'm. had li. Are you,
ltokCnvanhgh?"' s'l"fan.vr

'My nfltno 'Js'Hnrtley I represent
tho'. Denver noundup. I'm lulereste'd
In this slipup heider killlng-mer- ely

Hut'n rcporte,r." he uddPil. with n tlee.
Intfpuiilo, "Did ,miii know old bun
Dunn of Deer Uireli hud ctimml(ted
iildjdo?" , ,

Cnvnnugh Hitirtrd nud hN face an.
"Noll" r-'V- .

'I'licy rnunii lifm hIioI through the
nel; and dy(ui- - ifiln morning Ah Ut
tta's gusplPK fiW lui lire.nh lie tuwil
'T'lrp ranger knows. nud when they
nsUvd, 'What liiugei'V he s.ild. 'f.'iiva
nfigh." When' I Imai'd thai I .lumpier i

horse and Jirul 'em nil over here I

tltls' trueV Did he tell you who tle
murderers nri'V" ,

C(ivauall' dt) 'mil attswi'r nt oiut
riewns llki h mini eiiiigl'u on n hwh
Ing1 bridge, uud hl dv--- t iiiiii t ve
to tlie Hwlug lo get his liuiitnce
"Walk ii mlilute Whtit li nil n

-- ' ' -your
'Afcnlu that 'hectillur rln lighted th

smnll mau'ii durk, uuwhnle.some face
"It's a II no duiectlvo Mwiit, mid. be
Mm.. It uwrtila $10 vr culuiun and
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mehlio a bonst.' I can't wait; you
can'tt wait. It'a-u- to us to- - strike
now. 'If these nleu know you have
their names they'd bike for" Texas or
the hlglf seas. Coluo miw! Kveryhody
tells me you're one of Ihove Idealistic
highbrow rangers who care more for
the future of .the west than most
natural bom westerners. What's your
plan? If 3 oil'll yoke tip with me we'll
run these devil Into the'enrtb and win
gient fame and joli'll be dolug the
whole i Dim try a service."

The rangor studied (ho smnll figure
before" hlui with pohJlinllng gaze
There waH tU'llhei'atl" fearlessness In
the stranger's face and eyes. and.

hN enlin, nlmost languid
movement, restless energy could be
delected lu Ills voice.

"What Is jour pltju?" the ranger
ntdicd.

"(Jet ourselves dcptHlm! by the
court and Jump these men before they
realize that there's auj'tblng doing.
They count the whole country on I heir
sld". hilt they're mistaken They've
otinlnue lhciuclves this time, nnd a
tronicudotm reaction has nci In. Kvcry
body knowH you've held an even hand
over these warring Plcts and Scots,
and tho court nill be glad to deputize
you to brlug them to Justice. The old
sheriff Is paralyzed, nveiwbody known
that the assassins are prominent cnl
tie ranchers, nud yet no one dares
move. It's up to you fellown. who
represent law and oilier. to act quick."

Cavnnagh follo'iycd him with com
(ileio comprehension, nud a delre to
carry out the plan sclr.ed upon him.
! "I'd do It Jf I could.'J.he said., "but It
happcns-l- - am nursing a sick nlntt I

juii iicrhnps already cxpr'cd to llie
same dlsense. 1 can't leav; here, for a

fveck or inoro. ft vyould not, be rlgln
for me to expose ojhqrs";4- - J (

j "Don't worryi nliput tVnt;? Tilie r
fot bath. ftrtnlgnicS' J'liuj--

, cloth'-- s

fel)nve your liead. t'lt,k'joit tip. am:
y get some otic to". Inke yplir jiln e."
Catching s,ht',''of Sweifsoii niftlv l.lxi
on the bridge, ho nskel;."Vlii' nre
hose peoitleV Cah't they takejoir

uurslng job?"
"No." answered Cavnnngh bluntly

"It's no use. I, can't Jqln you In, this
nt least not now;." ' .

, "But you'll cvt nif tho mwues which
Dunn gave yotiT'

"No: I can't do that. I Hlifill tell the
supervisor, and' he can act as be mops

nt. For the present I'm locked up
here."

The other man Iroked the disap-
pointment hofelt. "I'm sorry you
rion't feel llUeopenlng up. Von know
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.''i'v hap ir"
perfectly re'll lisai untiling will ever
be ilmio nb.out; jlils tiling uiilu. vlhe
press IusIku, "ufiuii l If up to you
and me (.ine rcire.cuiliri 'the con-

science of iluvtuiuif " lieie he uliikcd
an eje- - "and you fideral aullioiltyi lo
do what e cnji I" biMig I bene, im'u to
their lumishineiit 'letter ri'i'ounlder.
I'm spenkliig tutu us i iltlr.en u. well
ou a rtqniricr"

There Mq- - much, irittli In whiyhe
sajd. hut L'imiungh itTnweil m gb fur
ther in the niiiiirr iiuill be hud con
stilted with Ifeilllelil.

lvery wnll." fC'h llnrth'.V. "Thill,''
settled lly ilnwity. who h your pu

HertiV .

Uloqtiunlly. i oik i ely. Iloss told I In

fctiify. "Just a poiij old iiintinlcd hobo,
n HUrvlvul of liie cnjvboj wont."
salil. ''blit he huil the'lienri of a ht'i'.'
Ill hlui, nud I'll) tlolng ilij lil to Have

him."
"Keel' him in Hie iiiiik-ilui- t's tli

latol iheorj oi undo- - n ed light
Vtlilie Uglil M)k mil lUv ulcei-s.- "

"lie leilix d.itkni'rto. Thiifa inn ie
r,qn whj I've upeiieil llie doom nil. I

window ii." ,' '
"All 'v rung A'ciiiiillig no I'liiseu

he wiiuiln'i jii In the dura. However
It doesn'l-iimit- cr on ,t cnwb.iy. Vou'vi
n gieai lory yourself There's u llie
sltuiiloii liere. which I'll piny up I

you iloVi I'bject."
CY.wimrgh wuilhd "Would mj oh

Jectloii Inn i any weight V"

The reporier laughed 'Not niiioh
Vm ot (o.uilX V4vU soimj soil if
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game. Welt, so long I nilml hit trie
trail over the hill."

Cnvanngh inndo civil answer nnd re-

turned to his patient more than half
convinced that Hartley was right
The "power of Hie piess" might prove
to be a very real forco In tills pilrsuli

As the -- Journalist was about lo
mount bis horse he discovered t."o
Virginia on the other side of the
creek.' "Hello!" shld be. "I wonder
what this pretty maiden itieaps."
And. dropping Ills' bridle rein ngnln
ho walked down ththl" bridge.

Rwcjisoii Inierpo'icd his tall llguie
"What do jou wantV heiisked blunt
ly. "Yon don't want to get loo close
You've been talking to the ranger."

Hartley studied hltil coolly "Are you
a rntiger too 7"

"No. only n giiaid "
"Why are jon leaving Cnvanagh to

play It alone In thereV"
l.eu explained. "lle won't let any

of us come near him "
"Quite rlghl." retorted Hartley

promptly. "They snj Ntunllpox. has
lost Itn terrors, but when jon're eight
hours' hnrd trail from n doctor or n

hospital It's still what I'd call a for-

midable enemy. However, i.'nvnnaglf
Immune, so he sayn"

"We don't know that." I.ce said,
and her hands came together lu n
HiMMtu of fear. "Are you a doctor?"

"No; I'm only a newspaper man. but
I've had n lot of experience with
plagues of all sorts hail llie yellow
fever In lirto Itlco nnd the ijphold In

South Africa; thufs why I'm out hero
rlcochcttlng over the bills. Hut who
aro you. may 1 ask? You look like the
rose of Sharon."

"My name Is I.ee Wethcrford." hIc
answered, with childish direct nesi. for
there was something compelling In tic
man's voice and oj'cs. "And this Is
my mother." Sho Indicated I.lzc, who
was approaching.

"You nro not out here for your
health." he ntuted. rather llioiightful-ly- .

"How happens It you're here'"
"I wns bom here-I- n llie Fork."
His face remained expressionless

"I don't believe It. Can such maidens
come out of Uonrlug Folk? Nit! MUU
I don't mean that. What are you
doing up here lu this wilderness?"

Llze took it part In the conversation.
"Another Inspector?" she asked as she
lumbered up

"That'H me," he replied' "Sherlock
iloluies. VldcW. all rollttl Into one."

','My juother," again vpfuWorcil I.ce
Hartley's eyes exuresdnjicrcdiility,

but he did hot put his feelings Into
words, for he perceived lu I.lzc n l.vpe
with which be was entirely famlllar-o- ne

to bo handled with care. "What
nvo you two women doing here? Ate
you related lo one of these rangers?"

Llzu I'l'sonicd this:- - "You're asking n

good many questions. Mr. Man."
"TlHU'st my trade," was the un-

abashed reply, "and I'm not o old but
that I can Use to u rniuaiillc situa-

tion." Thereupon ho dropped all dl
icct luteriogatiou nud with an air of
candor told the story of bis mission
I.lzc, entirely sympathetic, luvllnl him
to lunch, nud he was boou lu poshes
slun of their story, even to the lender
iclntloiiship between I.ce Virginia uud
the plague besieged forest ranger.

"We're not ho mightily disinterest-
ed." lie said, referring to his paper
"The Roundup represents the new
west In part, but to u llie new west
means opportunity to loot water sites
ami pile up unearned Increment, till,
j cs, we're on the side of the fiult uud
alfalfa grower. lieeniiM' It pays If the
boss of my paper huppo'il to he In

the sheep buhlness. as Senator lllmil.
White Is. we would king u different
tune, or If I weie a congiewiinui rep
rci.e:itliig'ii dlotiht of cattlemen I'd be
very slow abuiit helping lo build up
any systoin Hint would inqke mo p:ij
for my grass. As It u. I'm coinmls
sloned tf make It hot for the ranch-
ers th.n 'Ulld those dagoes, uud I'm
going lo do II If this country hud a
map like Cav iqagh for sherlif we'd
Jiqvo the nuiMiTcrs In two days II.
knows who the butcher me. nud I'd
like his lul Hut he's nailed down
here, and there's no hope of ills :;i
ling away, a few men like hlui ii.ild
civilize thW country"

Theronpco he drew from three p.ilr.-o-f
lips n ntntonient of the kind of man

Ross Cnvanagh was. but qiost mIsiiIH

anl of nil weie the few words of Hie

rlrl. lo whom Ibis man of the pad and
pencil was a innglcliln. oitp;ible of tx

tilting her Lorn and of ndvnnclng light
and civilisation b the more motion of
litf hntul. She llltcil him uud glow
more an 1 more willing to coiumuul-oitto- ,

nud be. pen-el- i lug lu her Noule-tblii- g

unusual. Hugcicd on. question-
ing Then he tosit. "I must bn going."
he Hrtd to l.ee 'You've: given tno a
lofely nf let noon "

I.ce Ylrglnlii wan all loo Iguohint of
the ways of reportei In resent his
note Inking, and win- - accepted hU
hand, believing lilt) lo be( u cJuceie
iidinlrer or lier raiitrcr "Wlilil Iuo yoil
going to do?" nlje asked. -

"I'm going imik lo rOilpliur tusjiiend
Hie lepurt of I'livauavli's iiuaraiitlno."
Agilu I hut inclining smile. "1 don't
want iinj other newspaper men lidxed
up n my game I'm l.onesoii'e Ned In
Hltiuis lla this, uud I liiqie IT they tin
come up j oil'll be Judiciously tlleul
(Jomlby "

CII.M'TER XXI.
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DON nfier the icportel- - left flhv

S uuugh culled to Hwemtoti: "The
old iiiiiii iiml Inst through
uuvtUur aui.li tUtlit as lot:

night wns, nnd I wish jou Avould per
stindo Mrs. Wot hctford and her daitgtl
ter to return to the valley. They can
do nothing here absolutely imtlilnp
I'leasCsriy that "

Hrfcrton4 repeated his foniuiand
with nil, to Dtiiplnisls he enild give
them, iiiif nqltliVi l.isn nor l.ee would
consent', to 'ttii. It would be hi'aihen-Isl- i

to IcnvJiTui alone In this lonesome
hole." protcfljed l, e

"I shij fljnj' till I- t- Is free." milled
I.ee And , ,wlj!i uneasy heart she
ciosed thejirlOice and walked on nnd
on townt'l'Miy' t'.tliln till she wns clone
enough (odett'CI Hie Hues of, enro on
her lover's jinggiinl face.

"Siopl" .lie called showily "Keep
nwityj W'liy1 djlu'l J'KI'oliey me? Why
ilnn't ytitiigcMbfllf l lo tile vnljey?"

'RccailsQil vvtll mil leave jim tilunc
I can't! nWso In me stay!"

"I beg of'j'oit go back "
The ronrAfif'the strcaju made It nec-

essary totfepeuk loudly, and) ho could
not put Info his voice the tenderness
he felt nt'the momeilt, but bis face
wns knotted'-Wit- pnlu'itt he asked.
"Don't jou sec you add to nij uueusl-tics- s

-- tily pain?"
"We're isil unxloiiH about you." she

answered., "It seems as though wo
should be1 doing something to help
you."

He understood and was grateful fpr
the tenderneaHwhl"i brought her so
near to hint, but he wns forced to be
tcrn ('

"There Isinoilng oil can do noth-
ing more than "jm nre doing. It helps
tne lo know thill yon aie here, but
jou must i(j)t eros the bridge. Please
go back!" There was pleading as well
as lommantl' In'-bl- s voice, and with n
realization Aof the passion Ids voice
conveyed she retraced her steps, her
heart benilng" tpil'-kl- with tho Joy.
which Ids word conveyed.

At sunset Hcdneld ictiirned. bringing
with him medicine, bin no nurse. "No
body will come up here." he said. "I
reckon Ho h ilounted lo light It out
ulone. Tllb 'gujltude. the long trail,
spates tbcbrnv'est of ihem nwny. I

tried and trlcdno use. Hleauor would
have come, of course demanded to
come-b- iil 1 tVnitld nut permit tlinji.
She couimlssltued tne to bring you
both down lo'ihe latich."

Lee VlrgliihiMhankcd lilm. but tell-ernte- d

her' w'lsh to stay until till pos-
sible danger to Cnvanagh was over,

Retinoid crossed Hie bridge and laid
the medicines down outside the door.

"The nurse from Sulphur refused to
tome when stufound that her patient
wns lu a mountain cabin. I'm sorrj.
old man. I fdli?ihe best I could."

"Never mind?" replied Cnvniingh:
"I'm h( lit free from nny touch of
fever. I'm tired, of course, but good'
for nnother nlghl of It. My main nu.v
lety concerns Lee. Get her to go
home with you If you can."

"I'M do the bet I can." repondod
Rcdrield, "hut incnuwhlle you must
not. think of getting out or the forest
service. I have some cheering nown
for you. TheJjAiresldcnt has put ti
good man Into thu chief's place."

Cavauagh's faejj lighted up. "That'll
help soiuo." he exclaimed, "fint who's
the man?" r

Redfleld tiamed him. "He was a
student under Hie chief, and the chief
says lie's all righft which satisfies me,
Furthermore. he'ft''n real forester nnd
not u political Jolifier or n corporation
nttorncj."

"That's good," .repealed Cnvniingh.
"and jet," '.io said sadly. "It leaves the
chief out Just Ihviniiuo.".

"No; the chief Is iml ot't, He's
where tie cn,u light for the Idea lo bet-

ter ad v.". ti luge than when he wan h

subonllnate under another man. Any-
how, lie asks us nil lo line up for the
work nud w to nilnil hlui. The work,
he says. Is hlggiy' I linn any iti.ui,
Here'n that rerlguntlon of yours." he
said. Hiking Cavuimgh's letter from
his pocket. "I didn't put it ou llie.
What shall I do wfth It?"

"Throw It to inc." ?n!d Cavnnagh
vurtly.

Retinoid tossed It over the hitching
pole, and Ross lmk"Jt up. looked til It
for u iDoim-n- t In secure, then toio It
Into bits and thicwtfjt ou lh groiintl.

"What nre jHirzu'dcni. Mr Suier
rlfor?" he nskeil. vvjtb n fnlnt. iiulazi-tn- l

smile around hU oye
"There's noihlngvou can do but

take care of ihl imiii. Rut as soon
s you nre able to rjlc again I've got

Bouie special wcrk. for you I want
yon to Joiu with .vqung nitigltnm. the
ranger on Rock uud Hue up the
Triangle cattle. Murphy Is repm-te-

in have thrown "it tlie forest n".ii'ly a

thoiisaml hciiil tuore ihun Ids ierni!t
calls for I want 'voi) n see iiboni j

that Then riuonlcli voiir iiini mi!
that 1 en n I ti in theui In ou Hi L' "'i
Kofi'nilier nnd about the middle of

I
December you aie to take tlMlge of

"
this forest In my tail I'lcnitor has
decided to tuko the children abroad
for a I'ouplo of junrj. nud iir I nin to
be over there p.nt iif'llie tltiie I don't
feel Jimtilld,lu holiliug down tht su
pen (."nr'r pusliluu, I uhnll resign In
your fnvor. Willi now!' lie lulled
wnrnlngl.v. i,Thi'.illsiilii fuic.sier nud
I frauieil ul) this rip ns we rode down
Mio hill joitrrduy. mid It '. h.

jiv. Iliere's oiio thing more. Old niup
Dunn- "- "

"1 know." ,

"How dhl joil lenrp It?" ,
"A reporter c.iuie ,boltlii3 over lift)

rldgo itbout noon ioitj wiintliltt tile in
lv htm thv uiinu's which Dilllil hail

glvon me I v.ns strongly tOlliite! tn
do as he asked ue lq-y- oil klioV.' tllct'
ueivsptiper ineu ul 0 HoiUelllilfa the
ben kind of di'tcctHcM for fjlllfihu
do'wu crlinlimls- - but on seciiiid tmnlghi'
I lolidllded to wait 11 Lit I llllll it's
cursed llie luntliT vH(i ynu. I IjiiVeli't

mu'b faith In the copnty niltli'i-lit(n-

"Ofdlniirlly I would iime tnj dnubis
tnjself." replied Rl'illleUl. "but I he
whole counlrj i rnuuetl, and we're
golug lo roiiiid up ihiie men this time
sure. The best uiuih'uiul the bl?

all over H".' wdB' nre deninudl.iK
nil oxen N of Hie jvv. aud the re
wirl we have rtr - tie paused
uddenlj "lly ih" vvfr,

. tluii reward
will run e in veil If you ciin bring
itbout the nri-cs- i of the crlinliinlfi"

"Tin imwiu.1 m to J)unu's

,fnnilly." replied the ranger miberly
'Toor chap, he's fiacrlflccd-himsel- for
the good of tho stole."

"That's true. His fnmllj is left In
bad shape" -

C'nvnmigh broke off Mi" ruiivet'sntloh
sUddeulj "I tniisi r li'K in"- - He
hd almost said bn- k lo Wellierford
"My patient nnd r" he oxclalnicd

"How does he stem?"
"no's surely djlug, In my ludg

meiit he can't it the nlglit. but s(1

totig as he's i oust lulls It's up to me to
be on the spot."

Redfleld walked Blowly back across
the river, thinking on tho patient cour-
age of the ranger.

"It Isn't the obvious kind of thing,
but It's courage all the ramc." be said
to himself.

Meanwhile Mr." and Virginia, left
nlouo beside the lire, had drawn closer'
together.

The girl's face, so sweet nud so pen-

sive, wrought strongly upon the older
womnn's sympathy. Something of her
own girlhood came back to her. Ho-lo- g

freed from the town and all Its as-

sociations, she beeniiic moro consider-
ate, more thoughtful. She wished lo

nnd yet she found It very hnrd
to begin. At last she said, with n

touch of mockery lu her lone, "You
like Ross Cnvaungh almost as well us
I to myself, don't you?"

The girl Hushed n little, but her eyes
remained steady. "I would not be here
If 1 did not." she tcplM.

"Nell her would 1. Well, now, I have
pot something to tell jou something
I ought in have told you long ago.
something that Ross ought to know. 1

luiouded to tell you Hint first day you
,cnmo bock, but I couldn't somehow
get to It, nnd I kept putting It off till

well, then 1 got fond of you. and
every day made It border." Here .sho
mncle her supreme effort. "Child. I'm
mi old bluff. I'm not your mother nt
all."

I.ee stared at her In ilinnn'Uiciil.
"What do ynu mean?" she linked

"l mean your teal mother died when
.yon wan n tiny little babe You see. I

was your father's second wife In
fact, you weren'l a year old when wc
mo fled Kd nuide me promise uevei
to let you know We were to brliij.
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"I'm o our MoritL'n at alu"

j on up Just the same ns If you wns a

child lo both of us, Nolmdy known
but Rcddy. I told lilm the clay we
tinned up here."

The girl's mind ran swiftly over the
pant as she listened The truth of tho
revelation reached her Instantly, ex-

plaining n hundred slinnge things
"bleb had purzled her all her life.
The nbseuce of deep nffection between
hrrself and Line wns explained. Their
I'lCference lu habit, temperament,
t'jought --all became plain "Hut my
liolher." hIip tiald nt teu
iij mother''"

"I never nw hr. You seevKd enme
I'lo the country, bringing you. a little.
Doihorloss m be. He always said your
mother wan a (hie woiuan, but I never
mi much an suw ,i picture of her. She
wns an educated woman, ho said a
southern woman-riin- d Iter name wns
Virginia, but Hint's about nil I can
tell you of her. Now I am going to
let Ross know all of this as soon as I

cnn. It will make n whole lol of dif-
ference In what lie thinks of jou."

She ntTci'ed till this much as n man
would Imve done, with steady voice
and with bright eyes, lint Lee Vir-
ginia could feel beneath her harsh

the deep emotion whlcji vi-

brated tbTc. nnd her heart went out
do

rush
she

I. . .
moved pity to j'ud islng.

went to uud put her nrais
'Vi'-j- : Jici cfck end tuild: won't
iniiUo nil.v dluJeriMil e. I am going

with ,10,11 heli ,iyu put the

The leius uiui" ig ib oh) voiimn't
rSCA, und ter vohe luxike in sin' ,

"I knew .mhi would mj Huh,
Leu Misliih'. but oil the nunc I don t

luu'iid lb lime j'o-- t do uiij siicli Millie.
Yon i soi mi too from me alio
yrther. li'iuiiiso sinp. fiiH' 'Imp in go-

ing (' coui" mio of I hoe days,
uud he woii'i Vvuiit even u iep
mother No: i'liiive ileiliU'd th' t
jou nii'l no luul iipui'i. I'll
tot you a place live up u tfulphji-- ,

I mil vlhli .lyq end
liuf I guess I urn WeHcd to stay light
here lu tlio I'oi'rt. Thej tlou'l like me.
and don't like Ihein. bin I have kind
of got used to I hell1 vVn i o'
me lr. don'i m
much as It would up ih-- ie in Iho i hj ."

Lee tut nod buol- - wistfully lownnl
slory htir mother did

my mot her hiul't frihcr? Do you
know that?"

"No, 1 don't. it rutin n jy
iimtcli. Kd Haiti. I d'U kuo.v
iv ho her I'olkii wc;v, ou'y I know the.-Hioii-shl

tUi vvus mnrrjlng wrong

Tho girl sighed qs her iiiltid look li
Iho of mothci com
lug to this wild country, leaving nM

Hint kjiow nud lured behind

"Ioor llttlo mother! It must havo
been very bard fot her."

"I am afraid sho did bavo n bard
time, for Ed Admitted to tne that he
hndit't n much ns u fcaddfe wbeu ho
landed in the slate. He hadn't mil' h

when t met hlui (Irsi. but cterybody
liked hlui. He wns one of the hand
somest1 men Hint over jumped n sad-

dle. Rut ho wna close mouthed. You
never could get nuytUIng out of him
Mint ho didn't want to tell, and I Was
never nblo lo discover what ho had
been doing In iho southern part of tho
nunc." '

As" sho pondered on her cliingcd ro
latlonshlp to Llze. Lce'n lieait light-
ened. It would make n dlnVieiiee lo
Ross. It would make n difference to
tho Rcdllelds; Triillorou as It seem-

ed. was a gient relief, a Joy. to
know that her own mother her real
mother bad been "nl'c," "She must
havo been nice or Llzo would uotlmvo
said so." she reasoned, recalling that
her stepmother had admitted her feel-
ing of jealousy.

Al lust DIze ioe. now, dearie,
I reckon we had better turn Ini tt
Is getting chilly and late."

As they were about to part at tho
door of the tent Virginia took Llr.e's
face between her bauds. "Good night,
mother," she said and kissed her to
show her that what sho had said
would not inako nny difference.

Hut Llze was not dceolvedi This
unwonted onres made perfectly plain
to her tho relief whlrh-rille- tho girl's
heart.

Leo Virginia wns awakened some
hours later by u louilugi crnekllni?
sound and by ibe flare of a yellow
light upon her tent. Herring out. sho
miivv diium shouting up through the
roof of tho ranger's cabin, while be-

side It. wrapped In n blanket, calmly
coutctuplntlug It. stood CnvAiingh with
folded arms. A Utile ncaior to the
bridge Redlleld was silling upon an
upturmil box.

With n cry of alarm she her
mother, end Lle, heavy eyed, laggard
with sleep, rose slowly aud peered out
at the with ejes of dull amaze-
ment. don't they try to put

idle demanded ns she took In the
Import of the passive tlgure.

Dressing with tremulous baste. Lee
stepped from the (cut Just lu lime to
sen Svveuson come from behlud tho
burning building und Join the others
lu silent contemplation of the scene.
There wns something uncanny hi' the

Inaction of the three strong men.
Slowly, wouderlngly. the girl drew

near aud called lo Cnvaungh, who
turned quickly, tirylug out: "Don't
coino too close and dou'l bo frlgbteil-cd- .

I set the place on (Ire' myself.
Tho poor old herder died last night
and Is decently burled lu tho crirtb.
and now wo aro burning the cabin and
every thread It contains to prevent the
spread uf tho plague. Hugh and Swen-so- n

havo divided their garments with
rue. and this blanket wjilch 1 wear is
my onty coni. aii mat l uhvo'is
that cnbln now going up In smoke-m- y

gun?, pictures, everything."
"How could you do It?" she cried

mil. understiuidlng what his sacrifice
had been

"I conldti't." be replied. "The su-

pervisor dhl It. They 1ind to go. Tho
cnbln wns Htlturntcd with poison. It
had bcoome to me n plague spot, and
Micro wns no other way sinmp
out. I should never have felt safe If
I had carried out even so much as n
letter."

Dumb and Hilvcrlng with tlio chill
of the nioinlus. Leo Virginia drew
nearer, ever tiearer. "I am so sorry,"
sho said nud yearned toward blm,
eager to comfort hlui. but bn wnmlng-l- y

motioned lo'rnwnj.
rieiise don't come any neater, for I

ihire not tunc li you."
Hut' you aie not III?" she ciled out.

with note of apprehension in her
voice

He smiled In response to her qus
Hon. "No: 1 feel nothing bnt weari-
ness nud n little depression. I eun't
help feeling somehow ns If I w&re
burning up part myself In that

the I have ridden for
yeer.. my guns, ropes, spurs. Every-
thing renting lo the Is gone.
..ul wllh It my I havo been

"ometblns of n careless freebooter my-s- i

I fear, but that Is all over with
now." He looked her In the face with
p sad jud resolute glance. 'The for-oi- l

serv i e made u man of mc. taught
me lo the future. I never ac-

cepted rcsponslbllltj ill! I became n
ranger. ,iud lu thinking it all over I

forear. If be does I will1 accept It
It you will go with me and share the
small home which Hie supervisor's-pa-
provide. Will you go?"

the light of his miming cabin and
In the b hrtdow or the grout punKs Loe
Virginia could not fail of a rertNn
largcncsi nnd dlgnltj of mood. She ,
itelTtlor blushed nor stMminered as she '
rosponded, .ni rt .i, in. .i.
world with you."

He could not touch o much ut the
bom of lior garment, hut his eyes

her as tin said. "Clod bless .vou
for the faith you ncem to have In me!"

Redlleld's voice Intclrupled with
heni-l- r idSinnr. "Anil rtim. Xtls Vlr.

I.iln. tno ,. l..i.ik mill nnln
braAkfiist for ns nil. Sweuion. brine
tho hursca In and bnrnes my team.
I'm going to tnke these w onion down
Mm ennyon. And, rtoni, you'd better
saddle up ns soon as yovi feci tMted
and ilde across the divide njid go lino
caibp lu Mint llltle old cnbln by thi'J
cinm nnove mj nouso. ioiiij usve io
bo Kcipiestfircd fdr n fow dn.vs. I rnck-on- .

till wo see bow you're coming out.
I'll telephone over lo the fork (Hid

have the pljoo tundn roadj for you.
and I'll hiivo the doctor go up there
to meet you nnd put yotl straight. If
you'iu going in be dick we'll want you
whore wo nun oo- - ttficr jou. Isn't
Mint so, Leo Vliglnh?"

"Indeed tt is," replleit tho girl ehr-nesl- l)

' Uut I'W tlPt IPI to Vfi Btck," rr- -

rnward the lonely womiln In u uewjmvo hied lo stay with ll, as the
of tenderness. Now that she was iom say. 'till Hie spring rains.'"

releasetl fioni the necessity of ewuslng' ! am lorjvglud of that." said.
Ii'-- r mother's faults faiths Mm could "Yes; Dnlton ihlnk-- i I can qualify for
now Il'IIiiio- - how lli.ll s!ii cnnlil liml. llie. iulli,n ,if n i'mr mill IIoilHolil
iiiioii hi'r lis a lo.Vtll fl'letid. slie waslnmv nffur on Ili iititci-vlslon of tills
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torted i. "I refuse to b
lck." '
"Quito right," replied Heddeld, "btl)

oil tho samft we want you where' wo

mWjV s 1 Vll'. x . .ev- - r
N- -

v tosf r:. -

."3m8safiS& a;r Jissr x iVffv jf
S t fbf'TL -T Tv BTI a'Mlm

''( ( A.' i "H VMJk

tur,
"i wii.u oo AVYwrncnr. ik ytoit'litkt,v

Willi ov." ' ' ,

can set nt you nnd where medtcal aid
of llie rlstn sort Is nccessllilo. I'm-- t

Ing to fetch my bed over nere rindflut
you Into It. You need rest," .

Lee still lingered after RetTflefd toff
them, "l'lcttse do on Mr: He,clfh)lct

tells jou." be pleaded, ."fofvt ;s?alt
be very anxious Mil y.ou, get RaXljt
down the mountain. If that poor-hi-

man has nny relatives they ougqt to
Ue to'd how kind jou Iihvo befen. JotV
1'iuld not have ben hinder
join own people." ' ',

These words Horn her hrfd a p61g7jHiil'
ey of meaning which mifde hltf'reply
dlRtnill. Ills tone was designedly
llghl ns be retorted: "I would' bit a
rraud If I stood here listening r

praise n Itbout saying, without g.

bow deadly weary t gof-'o- f

Hie whole bulni". It was frJipty

tliat there wns iiutblng olso to,d"o.";T
had to go on." t

Her mind still dwell on the' tragic
"1 wish he could hare' hd

some kind of .'ervlcc. It seems" soy?
of barbarou to bury hint w'HHaul n.
olio lo Htt? a prnyr over him, Bill I
suppose that wh ltunmlblc. Surely
iiittin one ought to mark- his grate, ior

onio of hi people may come nnd-frVvn- t

io hiiow where belles."
He led her thoughts lo p'casanter

tnilhsi. "I am glad you1 are going-wit-

the mipcrrUor. Yoil1 artf Kolnj- - are
vou not?"

"Yr. for a few day, till I'm- - sure
j ou're sn fe."

"I shall be tempted' li'Mir-Hcn- bejng
lek .lii'l tokep ymt rte.ir me?' hrrfls

saying when Redfleld rfetUrrfe'cC, briaj;-logihl- s

sleeplbrf UAiPlUniC vh

undor n tree bs!de- - the creek, thoyiji-porvIsQ- i-

Fold. "Novy. gel tfttp-.st'-

caynnagn-resignea- - wcyuor ?ii.
"Oood nlglit." he snld" OlCbnuJt'jk
(jootbto .rtMiinliei,th't lhJ2f't4,5?u ftomorrow:" ,s J5

W lib a' happy ghtner and' fa Jpr
"Oooilby" she turned tiwjiy; ',,--

Laying aside lil-- i blnrikot nnd -- lilt
shoes. Cnvniingh crept JmrV th!sjiu?
Ilt'llo camp bed- - "Mi." In? bmitlicd
wltli n dellcloii s.nise of rd'ef. "I i"e;
ns If I couitl f'cep n wosk!" And Jrj
mi liisiuni h!s v es tloi-- d, In smlijr
no profound that ii was birren;even
of di en ins.

1'HAI'TI'R XXII.
orr or '.'i .vrN"i:a into itEjkvrtft

"I" TTlt'.N ('nvrnugli invoke It rtv
V ""on. nud Swmsorf. th

lV, Mr:d. vns naiVihtp oryf
' liici "I'm soiry., tint H's

tlnio- to be uiovlngi" he snldi "It! n
Ionic I'de over tlnre."

"Whnt Mine I H?i Inquired ,CaTa
iiagh. vl li sonli' liowlldernlonti

"NenV!j' noon. I've got somo coffee
vrdy. Y.'niK some?''

(

"Do l?1 .lust vjitch' me!" And' ha
out of Ills lied wfth' jvlgpr

nnd stretcluO himself !! n'm. r'iloluilng. "ow. hut It dors f--i? mioii
lo I.U'Mi thin t .iui i.ut of Jafll"' ,' ,

livlii'i domi to tic stream, he sidnsli-"-

his ftio ,iid livid ln Hi" 1 t;i r, nM

re tor. nud tt iijbl',sig-ir'bi"l- i
rollowcj su'Mivd io el'tiv h's Ibbuifn!
m well ii rump "i his cjeieill. .V

"You tieeni nil rlghr m ft'ir." liuj&ud'
ed the gunrd. '. ..'

"1 am all r'sl t mid I I b- - rli rlghl'
lomorrow. If d.'H'h vivvi imat'--

cpll-M- l Ciniiii'gh Ue'l.,now. p:ttfV'up, nud r. e'll pull iui."
I'c.-- r a fev iiiuiiii'ii iir:e- - by um1i;il-i- l

hi hui .:,! i lo ikeil nbpiii tim
filnuc as If fi tin l,"t H'ue,' iu,;iijt'
:lt the hilt. U'J- - do- -u il I - intni!5''
mil last of nil hi ih" . "I umJ
you'll en.'o: Hil 'r-t'-i ll ns r.h'Mi i'have. 8w?im'oii. It's mi ft i'Jj?'' lrV-tl- "

on th" - .iel foh'st." ; .J,

TistMii- t'nv '!'ii.-.ibpi- ii thrtslila

pit mi. Th wm titer t,as cirrtr Alt I ('

The wind btIt. end rav.Hi'ig'i. sfattlj

"ld' L, ,,.
' T.r

L!,r,n "? ; "7 flM,
,!flrt11h,,,r"e',f
' T l V. ,'" WlM" ' VYM
trough lh vtindet) r toiJtilJh

e a, drew It! riiflp- ),'hiJft .ninth ) K ll

tl..,l! lliu lll.rtL. . rttllkl. ..- , (jCl.ik IIK ....UWIfl "'-- . till r ,.t, iit., (I,,,., r,f ,...
Iiqr, It fuels lo bi n- - utiui'irl jmtra
mut itrty l.in-fcfe- r nn iivct-cli.'it.'- ! j

A H'tle Itite.r ( V'il fye. of- - )t
CUl'l'll. ri'JlI'Jn til" irmjlttllll' Wt

r tpMft'ly iHTMteil.
of co" boys ton tug-

- )Wm
,i4, ' I, A ...lllr- -l

"t iie )hhrit.V respondtfH .'fl''jajift
llil. nlll ,M,r. rl.tiiint,,....,,.,..,.ll fill fllb StMlw. inn IV,. w n

(boj nre.".
Sr fiiisou liuslung his flvlUglrtrjieJliW

iturtled tho llartv ntteiitlv'. "Id6s
Ue Vml rorp?' s'irrel In titlOlffitl
end tlttil haJd face imr JttJt liSUIUd
IbpUs l" he one Mretfif Miih Tllfl
,.l'...u -... I .I...-- I ..... I. l .'!",
uutivi i ' c I ""J i iv i".j i a

"rerhilpn it's the slt'i'lff ifyKsv!
fo;- - niirtKiring ndwurdN." Uft(Wq
CAvnaiigh.

(Pit tswensun sollil--, ii
i!il uoi t('o tho humor uf ttlit retliUrlt.

"What anl they doing do' tne fbfW,
. I. ' t " iS-- nl

(TO BD CONTINtJED.)
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